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	Bringing U.S. Interests to the Cuba Debate
U.S. policy toward Cuba is changing, and Cuba Policy Foundation is leading the way.  

Cuba Policy Foundation – a nonpartisan, decidedly centrist organization led by senior diplomats in Republican Administrations – believes lifting the U.S. embargo against Cuba would be in America’s national and economic interests, and would bring democratic reform to Cuba at last. The embargo has failed to do so for 40 years.

The Cuba Policy Foundation supports all steps toward a new Cuba policy in America’s interests. That includes ending the U.S. ban on travel to Cuba and allowing increased sales of American food and medicine to Cuba. Engaging Cuba is good for the U.S. economy and America needs the multibillion-dollar boost that doing business with Cuba would provide.

The CPF message is making a difference.  Across America, we work aggressively to make the facts known:
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U.S. Interests Are Harmed by the Embargo.  Independent research commissioned by Cuba Policy Foundation shows the U.S. economy is losing billions annually because of the embargo.  Whether a potential $1.24 billion dollars in annual farm exports, the $1.9 billion dollars America’s beleaguered travel economy would gain, the $2 to 3 billion the U.S. energy sector would benefit each year, or the regional growth in such states as Florida, Louisiana, California, and others would see in the absence of the embargo, the answer is clear: Across the board, the embargo is bad for the U.S. economy.

Moreover, Cuba Policy Foundation seeks to advance U.S. security by exploring the benefits of cooperation with Cuba on counternarcotics and immigration issues.  We also are exploring the embargo’s potential harm to the United States by causing regional instability and civil unrest in Cuba.

Americans Want a Change in Policy.  In poll after poll, Americans support a change in the embargo.  Whether its support for ending the U.S. travel ban, selling food and medicine to Cuba, or allowing U.S. businesses to invest in Cuba, it is clear that the average American wants to see progress, not more of the same.

including the state legislatures of California and Arkansas, and business and civic groups in places as diverse as Massachusetts, Texas, Iowa, Washington, and Florida. 
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Through these efforts and more, Cuba Policy Foundation is building a national constituency in favor of ending the embargo that is leading the way toward a new relationship between the United States and Cuba. 

Cuba Policy Foundation is a daily presence on Capitol Hill.  

By demonstrating the harm of the embargo on U.S. interests and the embargo’s failure in Cuba, CPF has built a broad, bipartisan and growing network of Senators and Representatives interested in lifting the embargo.  Congressional offices have said that CPF is “crucial” and “outstanding”, and that members “greatly benefit from [CPF’s] input.”
CPF has played an integral role with the House Cuba Working Group (CWG), a bipartisan group of over 40 Members who favor lifting the embargo.  CPF works closely with Republican and Democratic offices leading the CWG initiative and in the implementation of the CWG legislative strategy.  The Cuba Working Group was behind the historic passage of three amendments in July 2002, that would make it easier for Americans to travel and trade with Cuba.

Beyond the CWG, CPF has helped expand bipartisan, bicameral awareness and support for easing and lifting the embargo among moderate Republican and Democratic members of both the House and Senate, who will be the key players in the lifting of the Cuban embargo.  

CPF has employed a targeted, strategic approach, building relationships with over 70 key Congressional offices.  Because of this unique approach, we anticipate progress on easing the embargo as early as the close of the current Congress.
	Cuban-Americans also want a change.  CPF surveys of Cuban-Americans demonstrate that they too are increasingly in favor of easing the embargo, and that it is only a matter of time before the majority of Cuban-Americans want the U.S. an end to the embargo.

The Embargo Has Failed in Cuba.  The U.S. policy goal in Cuba “is to promote a peaceful transition to a stable, democratic form of government and respect for human rights.”  However, after four-decades, the embargo has failed to produce meaningful political and economic reform in Cuba.  While the rest of the world engages the island, the United States remains on the sidelines and American influence is absent there.  Cuba Policy Foundation believes it is time to use engagement to advance U.S. goals in Cuba and to begin shaping a positive future for the U.S.-Cuban relationship.

And Our Approach Is Working
Under the leadership of Ambassador Sally Grooms Cowal, Cuba Policy Foundation has emerged as the leading anti-embargo organization, since its founding in March 2001.  

In our concentrated effort to shape a sensible U.S. policy toward Cuba, Cuba Policy Foundation continues to:

· Produce original research and public opinion surveys, following upon the successes of our agricultural impact report, our travel study, our energy sector report, and other regional and national public opinion polls and economic impact studies;

· Build upon our close connections with Republican and Democratic political leaders at the local, state and national levels to encourage dialogue and re-assessment of the embargo; 

· Lead an aggressive media campaign.  Cuba Policy Foundation appears regularly in national and international television, radio and print media; in over just a year, we have appeared in over 350 media reports worldwide, making CPF the #1 most cited anti-embargo organization; 

· Develop close relationships with a growing number of U.S. companies and trade groups in the many sectors of the U.S. economy that will directly benefit from an end to the embargo;

· Offer support and outreach to growing numbers of Cuban-Americans in Miami, New York and across the United States who favor an end to the embargo, and helping this group become the future voice of Cuban-Americans in U.S. politics;

· Work closely with officials in Cuba to establish trust, build trade ties and address political and diplomatic issues between the United States and Cuba.

CPF works with business and political leaders across the country, 
An Aggressive Media Strategy: The More Who Know about the Embargo, the More Who Want It Lifted

A strong media presence has enabled CPF to exercise leadership on the Cuba debate and to play an active role in the shaping of how average Americans and policy makers think about the embargo of Cuba.

The pay-off is clear.  Cuba Policy Foundation has proven to be a regular, reliable source of information and news for the news media.  CPF has appeared in over 350 newspapers, radio programs or television shows since its founding, in markets as diverse as New York City and Tokyo, Miami and Havana – far-and-away more and broader coverage than any other organization on our side of the embargo debate.  

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF THE U.S.-CUBAN RELATIONSHIP
U.S. policy toward Cuba has reached a watershed.  The shifting tide of American public opinion, the growing interest of the U.S. business community in lifting the embargo, and the increasing strength of anti-embargo forces in the U.S. Congress have marked a point of no return.  The embargo will never again be tightened based solely on U.S. domestic politics, and the march of forces toward ending the embargo are stronger and more well-oriented to affect change in U.S. policy than ever before.  

This moment is being seized upon and nurtured by Cuba Policy Foundation toward the easing and eventual lifting of the embargo.  We are confident that there will be real progress on these goals within the next six to twelve months.  

Tremendous organizational advances realized by Cuba Policy Foundation have positioned CPF to continue to develop as a major policy player in the year ahead.  We look forward to working with you as progress unfolds on this historic evolution in U.S. policy!



SUPPORT CUBA POLICY FOUNDATION: 

Our good work relies upon your support.  Support CPF and contribute to America’s most successful effort at improving U.S.-Cuban relations.  Visit www.cubafoundation.org/support.html to learn more about the benefits of your tax-deductible contribution.
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"It's been an untold story that among the majority of Americans and members of Congress who want to change U.S. policy toward Cuba, so many of us are not on the left. We include centrists, conservatives, independents and Republicans, and we've been looking for an organization to help us achieve what's best for America. The Cuba Policy Foundation does just that, being a home for those of every stripe: Republicans, Democrats and Independents alike."


-- U.S. Representative Jo Ann Emerson (R-Missouri)








“In only its first year, the Cuba Policy Foundation has become a passionate and persuasive voice on Capitol Hill. Its leadership speaks with the wisdom and judgment that can derive only from solid foreign service experience. I've rarely seen a new group educate elected officials and transform public policy so effectively."


-- U.S. Representative William Delahunt (D-Massachusetts)








Cuba Policy Foundation is America’s 


Number One 


Most Cited Anti-embargo Organization


News media where CPF has appeared include:


CNN, C-SPAN, CNBC, Fox, MSNBC, ABC Radio, BBC, CBS Radio, National Public Radio, Public Radio International, Fortune Magazine, Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Chicago Tribune, Houston Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, Miami Herald, Newsday, USA Today, and more.





THE ISSUES


The Cuba debate is about more than just the embargo.  It is about a whole range of issues and U.S. interests regarding Cuba.  CPF is there.  Working on all issues with policy makers, business leaders and diplomats, we address no less than the following:


Travel			Farm Exports


Migration		Trademark Protection


Counternarcotics		Extradition


Remittances		Certified Property Claims


Finance & Credit		Telecommunications


Pharmaceuticals		Visa Application Disputes


Shipping & Transport	Infrastructure Development


The Environment		Counterterrorism


And more…








"The voice of Cuban-Americans is changing.  More and more, the Cuban-American community, of which I am an active member, sees ending the embargo as the best way to build a positive future for Cuba and for our families there.  The Cuba Policy Foundation has been instrumental in making policy leaders aware that Cuban-Americans, like most other Americans, want to do what is right for the United States and for Cuba by easing this outdated embargo, and starting to engage the island now."





-- Luly Duke, President, Fundación Amistad
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